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A New Year is Here 

A brand new year is here, HOW EXCITING! As we 

start the New Year, our president and student rep-

resentative council have a very important message 

for the student body. Christian Dubé is the school 

president for the 2016-2017 school year. His in-

spiring message to us all is: “I am very pleased 

with what the Student Representative Council has 

achieved so far, and I am looking forward to what 

is in sight for the New Year. We have so far helped 

with donating to the United Heart School in Gha-

na, Africa, started a recycling program at school, 

and hosted morning breakfasts. We are striving to 

start more initiatives this semester, with an aim to 

help build school spirit amongst all the students”.  

In conclusion, we are excited for what the New 

Year of opportunities will hold and for a fresh start 

in making good choices, helping others, and being 

the best students we can be. 

Written By: Jacob Van Duynhoven 
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“The best way to win the science fair is by having enthusiasm, a good question, 
and a genuine interest in science.”- Mr. Noiles 

Written by: Leonardo Akagac 

 Last week, the Grade 2 and the Grade 

5 classes collaborated together to make some 

beautiful, awe-inspiring art. It went splen-

didly since both sides had fun and some even 

learned some life lessons as the Grade 5  

students set a good example for the younger 

ones to follow. During this amazing activity, 

they created some beautiful Australian Art 

Work that even Picasso would cherish! A stu-

dent from Grade 2 named Olivia Cain, stated 

that they used dots to create the Australian 

art and she also drew a picture of herself. Not 

only did both classes enjoy this fun learning 

experience but they also made new friends!  

SCIENCE FAIR EXCITEMENT 

WAIT, IT’S TIME TO COLLABORATE! 

Written By: Victoria Melehov 

 The GCA science fair is a school wide event that takes place  

Friday February 24th. This event is the perfect way to get to show 

off your creative side and find the answers to your nerdiest  

questions! One of Mr. Noiles’ favorite projects from last year was 

Ashley and Gale’s biodegradable jello cups. He says that because 

they had such an enthusiastic approach and well planned out  

project, people were even talking about it the next day! This year 

we can expect to see even more with students working in catego-

ries such as; Earth science, Food and health based projects, and 

even projects that attempt to solve difficult world problems. His 

final comments are: “I am so excited to see what you all come up 

with, have a great science fair!” Good luck to all the participants! 
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GOODBYE, EDEN ROCK 

Written By: Cristin Jackson 

It is an undisputable fact that the Cayman Islands are 

beautiful. However, due to the busy lives that we all lead, we 

tend to forget to take care of the magnificent place we call home. 

Sometimes there are close calls, but as of recent Grand Cayman 

has taken a major hit. In December 2016, a Russian cargo ship, 

Saga, destroyed thousands of square feet in essential coral reef at 

Eden Rock. The coral reef was shattered, split apart and a major tunnel collapsed. 

 

If you take a look at the global news, it is evident that coral reefs across the world are 

decreasing in numbers. An article written by the Washington Post commented on a re-

cent study that has found that at least seventy percent of Japan’s largest coral reef has 

died. Climate change combined with human activity is rapidly decreasing the number 

of reefs on a global level. In this case, the primary reason that the cargo ship destroyed 

as much as it did is because the ship lacked a local captain to guide them safely in and 

out of the dock. A majority of countries require foreign ships to have a local captain that 

will help navigate the country’s waters. On the contrary, in the Cayman Islands this is 

not a part of the law. Unfortunately, the famous Eden Rock now lies in ruin due to this 

company’s careless mistake. Other tunnels in the site, which have taken thousands of 

years to form, are now severely damaged despite restoration crews trying to salvage 

them. 

 

In the past, a similar incident has happened before in Cayman. Two and a half years 

ago, a Carnival Magic cruise ship destroyed 16,000 square feet of coral. While Carnival 

donated one hundred thousand dollars to the recovery project, they never publicly  took 

responsibility for the damage done. Unlike Carnival, the owner of the Russian cargo 

ship has accepted liability for the destruction of the coral reef. 

 

Hopefully in the future, precautions will be taken and perhaps laws will be created to 

prevent further destruction of our coral reefs. We need to ensure that situations like 

these never happen again. Therefore, we must ban together as a community in hopes of 

preserving our precious wildlife and our environment.       

Pictures taken by Idive Blog  
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 STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE 

Written By: Zariah Anglin 

 For the past 14 years of 

my life, I have suffered  

numerous changes, both good 

and bad. But it's safe to say 

that one constant I've had in 

my life, is Richard Weber. We 

started together, when we 

were in pre-school, and we've 

made it this far.  It can be eas-

ily seen that we've been in 

each other's  presence for an extremely long time, and with all the 

change that was endured, Richard remained. We've grown togeth-

er, discovered who we are together, and for the first time I will ad-

mit: Richard is the closest thing to a brother I've had. We've 

fought (and continue to fight) but we laugh, and I know we share a 

bond with each other. So it is my greatest pleasure, and one of my 

heartbreaks, to wish Richard a farewell, as he embarks on another 

journey of his life. And I pray that he is successful, happy, and that 

he remembers the  people here at Grace who care about him. 

Written By: Gunnar Studenhofft  

 In this month’s student council updates, morning 

breakfasts will continue but will now occur on  

Wednesday mornings for this semester (instead of 

Thursdays). Student Council will also continue the Toy 

Story Trilogy Movie Nights  including snacks and drinks. 

Lastly, we will be beginning to plan our vegetable garden 

this Friday on the 27th which will include tomatoes, 

green beans and much more. 

           A FAREWELL TO RICHARD 
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Written by: Arianna Dinnall 

 Our newest  teacher at GCA  Mrs. Hope,  is the sub-

stitute teacher for the Grade 6 class. Here are some fun 

facts about her: 1) She was born and raised in Capetown, 

South Africa ,2) Back home, she has one hundred sheep, 

two donkeys named Salt and Pepper, and a dog named Mi-

ley. 3) Her favorites sport  is paddle-boarding. Lastly, 4) 

Her by far favorite food is Macaroni and Cheese.  She will 

be taking over the aftercare program and assisting with the 

SEN program.  

 

NEW TEACHER AT GCA 

HEROES DAY  CELEBRATION 
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Written By: Zariah Anglin  

 On January 23rd, school will NOT be in session. Yes! A day off is what we 

all make this day out to be, but we simply do not know the meaning behind it. January 

23rd, 2017, is National Heroes Day. N.H.D. is a holiday in which the Caymanian Com-

munity takes the time to honor and celebrate those who have impacted our islands ma-

jorly. Each year, a specific theme is chosen, and the community has the opportunity to 

nominate a person (or people) who they believed have played an immense part in the 

construction of our community, and our islands as a whole. This year, the theme is 

“Pioneers In Tourism”. Our islands are quite dependent on tourism, so it comes as no 

surprise that the focus of this year’s event is on people who have influenced and built the 

industry our island depends on. On Heroes Day, an event is held in which the NHD 

Committee announces the winners of the nominations. This year, the categories are as 

follows: Early Pioneer (influential in tourism before 1960), Pioneer (influential in tour-

ism from 1960-2006), Emerging Pioneer (an individual who is currently contributing to 

tourism and has been doing so since 2006), Memorial Scroll (a deceased person whose 

contributions are worthy of honorable mention), and lastly, Long Service Award (given 

to the individual who has not specifically been a leader, but a person who has served the 

industry for over a period of 10 years or more). Before we let the excitement for our holi-

days and days off get the best of us, let us take the timeto remember the people who have 

contributed so much to the island we call home; those who have built, employed, orga-

nized, and supported everything we have. Let us honor our heroes, for without them, our 

island as we know it, would have not been the same. 



A Gentle Reminder... 

It's so easy to get caught up in the fast pace of life that the things that 
are really important can be skimmed or missed.  For those of us who 

work with or raise  
children, we know some really important things.  Those include:          

important events/performances 

smiles and encouragement when children need that extra boost 

positive conversations during play/interaction 

stories before bed/naptimes   

being totally present when a child is talking so you can really hear 
what the child is saying. 

 

It also includes setting those tough boundaries and following through; 
even when you want to give in, but you don't because you know it's re-
ally in the child’s best interest.  Be assured that because you are there 

for children, the world will have a brighter future.  (Adapted from 
“Message from Marylyn”) 
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